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The contribution of Jainism to the art of Karnataka
is chiefly noteworthy in the field of iconography. The
Jaina achievement in this respect is mainly found in the
three well-known colossi of Karnataka, viz., the statues of
Gommatesvara or Bahubali at Sravanabelgola, Karkala and
Yenur " ,l " the last one is the smallest of the three (35 ft.
high) and the first the biggest, rising to a height of 56$ ft"'
The highest, viz., Gommata of Sravanabelgola is the earliest
(c. 933 A. D.) and the most magnificent and marvellous
work of art. The colossal image, standing on an eminence
under an open sky, is a symbol of peace in stone, of the
triumph of human personality over sorrow and strife. It
is important that " this human figure of Gommatesvara is
indeed known only in Karnataka, and statues of that size
are very rare elsewhere".5 Fergusson says, "Nothing
grander or more imposing exists anywhere out of Egypt ",*
whereas Workman remarks, " It is larger than any of the
statues of Rameses in Egypt.... The artist was skilful
indeed to draw from the blank rock the wonderous con-
templative expression touched with a faint smile with
which Gommata gazes out on a struggling world ".5 The
sweet smile, referred to here, gives an extraordinarily
inspiring and human touch to this prodigy in stone. Other
peculiar contributions of the Jainas are observed to be
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